
Tarbat Community Council 

Minutes of Meeting held on Wednesday 29th May 2013 

1. Present: Janet Wilson, Hamish MacKenzie, Billie Wood, Neil Ross, Jock Munro, Steve 

Carroll. In attendance: Chris. Heseltine, Chris. Kerr, Jim Kerr, Chris. Terry, Cllr. Alastair 

Rhind, Cllr. Fiona Robertson P.C.s G. Elliot, R MacLennan Apologies were received from 

Helen Fleming. 

2. Police Report P.C. MacLennan reported that there had been 13 incidents in the past 6 

weeks, including 2 crimes, theft of heating oil and a traffic offence. Hamish MacKenzie 

asked if the change to Police Scotland had affected staffing. He was told that there was no 

change at present but there were now more specialist units available across the area. Neil 

Ross asked if the new telephone system was working satisfactorily. He was told that Tain 

station is not manned full time but calls were forwarded to the nearest station. Hamish 

MacKenzie asked if the Police has experienced poor road surfaces in the area. He was told 

that the Police reported bad road conditions to the Council if they considered there to be a 

danger to road users. Janet Wilson thanked the Police for there attendance at the meeting. 

3 Minutes of last Meeting The Minutes were proposed for acceptance by Janet Wilson, and 

seconded by Neil Ross. 

4 Matters Arising from Minutes 

4.1 Playpark Furniture. It was noted that there was now a new seat but no roundabout yet. A wish 

was expressed for a new slide. The poor drainage at the steps beside the Playpark was discussed. 

Cllr. Rhind suggested that we obtain a quotation from a local contractor to rectify the problem and 

the Council will discuss possible funding. NO ACTION was sanctioned. 

4.2 Road Repairs Cllr. Robertson suggested that we write to the Chief Executive about the poor 

road conditions between Inver and New Geanies. ACTION Steve 

4.3 Portmahomack Playing Field Billie Wood reported that there was a litter bin at the field but 

that it was not being emptied. ACTION Cllr. Rhind 

4.4 Jean Bridgeford Memorial and Well Renovation Project It was clarified that the sum agreed 

as a donation to this project was £1500. 

4.5 Dog Fouling  continues to be a problem in the area. It was agreed to ask the Dog Warden to put 

up signs. ACTION Cllr. Rhind  

4.6 Provision of activities for young people in the area It was reported that Rob Parkes had 

discussed this issue with young people at Tain Royal Academy. He would like to find adult 

volunteers from Portmahomack to help with a Youth Club. It was decided to publicise Balintore 

Scout Group. ACTION Steve 

4.7 Rockfield  Neil Ross asked if the Council could remove stones from the grass verge in 

Rockfield Village. ACTION Cllr. Rhind 



4.8 The Fountain  Steve was asked to contact Alistair MacLean in respect of renovation of the 

Fountain steps. It was also agreed to obtain a quotation for rust treatment at the fountain. ACTION 

Steve 

 

 5 Councillor’s Report Cllr Rhind stated that work on the Portmahomack pier was 

progressing well. It was not possible to give any date for commencement work at Balnabruach or 

Rockfield. Neil Ross stated that he still expected that the storm defences be reinstated to pre-storm 

levels. 

 6 Correspondence Steve Carroll reported on a number of items: 

• Consultation on Managing Obstructions. It was agreed to reply stating that this was not a 

significant issue in our area. ACTION Steve 

• Fairtrade area. It was agreed to reply to Cllr Wood wishing him well ACTION Steve 

• Community Resilience Seminar It was agreed not to attend. 

• Planning Christopher Gray has written regarding his application for the installation of a 

8kW heat pump system at Knockshortie. He states that the noise levels are very low, his 

neighbours are happy with his proposals and he feels that there will be many more such 

applications in future. 

 6 AOB The question arose about a Community Council stall at the Gala. It was agreed that 

it would be manned by Janet, Hamish and Billie and that details should be obtained from Alistair 

MacLean. ACTION Steve Jim Kerr stated that the steps from Chapelhill to Bank Street are without 

a handrail. He has complained to the Council without success.  NO ACTION was sanctioned. 

Meeting closed at 9.35 pm Next Meeting Wednesday 7th August 2013 


